AN EASY
CENTERPIECE
Inspired by those glass-
topped café and tea-shop
tables under which menus
and postcards are placed,
Ayesha reimagined the
‘concept. Here, she's placed
a'small sheet of clear poly-
carbonate over prints, ferns,
and other natural ephem-
‘era. On top are stones, moss,
‘and wisps of evergreens,
Lexon, 12" by 247, $13.50
per sheet, homedepot.con.
Ga to page 70 for sources far
prints and plotes.
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Poppy Art

Updated April 12, 2013, 4:35 p.m. ET

Floral designer Lindsey Taylor gets inspired by the tender twists in Brice Marden's painting "The Sisters'

By LINDSEY TAYLOR

AS SOMEONE who works with flowers, I'm always looking for new ways to play with color, texture and shapes—and
great paintings reliably inspire me to get past predictable bloom pairings. With this new monthly column, I hope to spur
you to do the same by choosing a work of art whose colors, imagery or mood feels right for the season, and using it as the
blueprint for a flower arrangement.

Brice Marden, courlesy Phaidon Prass,
from Lhe book Phadon Focus
Brice Marden by Eleen Cosialo

Ngoc Minh Ngo for The Wall Street Joumal, Styling by

Lmdsey Taylor
NEW SPRING LINES | The sinuous stems of
oriental poppies and French tulips echo the
gestural brush strokes in the painting, Ceramic
pieces from left to right: Dessert bowl, $40,
joanplattpottery.com; Jan Burtz Vessel, $60,
ABC Home, 212-473-3000; Yellow Striped Cup,
stylist'’s own; Dark Grey "Ripple” Pitcher, $§130,
globaltable.com; Gustavsberg Studio Hand-
Thrown Vase by Stig Lindberg, $2,200, Wyeth
Home, 212-243-3661

Brice Marden’s painting The Sisters' served as
the inspiration for Lindsey Taylor's arrangement.

So...April. What caught my eye this month is "The
Sisters" (below), a hypnotically luminous 1991-93
abstract work by Brice Marden, one of America's
leading artists and the subject of a new book,
"Brice Marden: Phaidon Focus" (Phaidon). With
its pale yellow glow, "The Sisters" said early spring
to me—a time when the witchhazels' spidery
blooms are just passing, forsythias are kicking in
and daffodils are taking center stage. Not
incidentally, Mr. Marden created this painting at
his studio in Eagles Mere, Pa., on a heavily wooded
property where the natural surroundings and light
no doubt greatly affected his work.

I started with oriental poppies and French tulips,

whose long stems twist and bend much like Mr.
Marden's dancing lines. Then I added black pussy
willow branches, a nod to the long sticks Mr.
Marden reportedly collects to apply paint—
besides, I needed a dark line to stop the
arrangement from becoming too soft and feminine.
A branch of forced forsythia along with a few stems
of daffodils helped deliver the aforementioned
yellow glow. To add the layer of grayish blue that
distinguishes some of the more furtive lines in
"The Sisters," I tucked in some icy blue tweedia
and chose a chalky gray vase.

1 knew, above all, that the whole thing needed to
breathe—there's a satisfying and transporting
airiness to Mr. Marden's work. Though I could
have easily packed in more of the vibrant poppies,
I held back. And I think it works. Here's to April.

A version of this article appeared April 13, 2013,
on page D10 in the U.S. edition of The Wall Street
Journal, with the headline: POPPY ART.










This table gets its country chie

[from clusters of grapes interspersed
with glittering votive candles, apples,
pears and oranges. Start by wrapping
glass votive candleholders in gold
mesh fabric. Tie a bow of wired
ribbon around each one, and then
cut the fabric just below the rim of
the candleholder. Next, lay grape

clusters of alternating colors, several

50 FOOD & WINE

SETTING THE SCENE
continued

inches apart, atop a plaid tablecloth
or shawl; the one pictured is Hunting
McNichol from The Ralph Lauren
Home Collection ($220; 212-642-
8700). Fill in each space with one
candle and one fruit, alternating the
variety and placement of the fruit,
above or below the holder. Now run
gold cord down the entire length

of the fruit runner. Top the rable

with dinner plates ($48) and

bowls (836) by the potter Joan Plan
(Clatborne Gallery; 212-475-3072),
green glass goblets (36.99) and
highball glasses ($5.99) from Pier |
Imports (800-245-4595 ), Pottery
Barn's stainless-steel Stonchenge
flatware (five picces

022-5507) and B's leaf-patterned
napkins (520: 212-045-8164). A




SPICE ROUTE

PLATE AND PLATTER. JOAN FLATT

Roast pork with cinnamon glaze, as cooked in Goa, suits fried rice, as cooked i Macao.

Over the years,
Mediterranean flavors have turned
up in the strangest places.
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